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1949 the United States was seeing annual production of aluminum
top that of copper.

Delay in announcement of plant go-ahead included difficulties
of Reynolds Metals Co. obtaining the $87 million in bank and
insurance company loans to build an alumina facility that would
utilize bauxite from Jamaica.

An editorial of August 10, 1951 read in part: "There's
been a shadow over this valley that when Hungry Horse Dam is
completed the Flathead would not be a good job provider and
place to live for all of its 34,000 people......

Meanwhile on August 29, 1951 even as the two millionth
cubic yard of concrete was being placed in the dam, Doug
Follett, Whitefish, then a University of Montana senior and
Bureau of Reclamation guide, was telling a group of visitors:
"Hungry Horse now at 370 of its eventual 564 feet above bedrock
will become the world's third highest, fourth largest concrete
dam."

Peak employmemt on Hungry Horse Project was reached in
August, 1951 with 2,550 working. During winters of 30 years
ago, the Flathead knew unemployment totals up to 2,700. Cause
included lay-offs in construction, woods industry (more so in
that day) and tourist services. The Flathead was well aware

of the need for year-around employment.
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